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Will we ever get to be old and wise?

Positive peoples’ responses to 

cognitive impairment  in HIV

Robert James

Who did I ask?

• UK-CAB, Brighton Patients’ Panel, Forum Link, 

PozFem and a group of HIV+ haemophiliacs

• Responses from people with HIV, some with 

diagnosed cognitive impairment and some 

without, support group leaders and professionals 

in the HIV and dementia fields
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Responses – more questions

• Diagnosis?

• Advanced aging?

• A Change of HAART?

• Treatment?

“So you think I 

should have an 

MMSE, GDS, 

IADL and some 

acetylcholinest

-erase 

inhibitors 

because I 

don’t always 

make sense?”

Cognitive Impairment

• Not being seen in patient groups

• Not yet an issue for Health Trainers in London 

– unlike other mental health problems

• Don’t rush to a physiological diagnosis

• Fear that it is the start of HIV related dementia

• Defensive humour
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The haemophilia counselling session

Are you 
worried 
about mad 
cow disease?

Why 
would I?
I’m a 
helicopter

Thank youThank you

•• PozFemPozFem MembersMembers

•• The Lawson Unit The Lawson Unit 

Patient PanelPatient Panel

•• ‘Men Only’ delegates‘Men Only’ delegates

•• MindOutMindOut BrightonBrighton

•• Penny Penny DoddsDodds, Silvia , Silvia PetrettiPetretti, Jo Robinson, Laura, , Jo Robinson, Laura, 

BlodwynBlodwyn, Garry , Garry BroughBrough, Paul Clift, John, Jamie, , Paul Clift, John, Jamie, 

Simon Collins, Bernard Forbes, Richard Oakley, Simon Collins, Bernard Forbes, Richard Oakley, 

Chris Chris PearcyPearcy, Chris , Chris SandfordSandford, Matt Williams, Matt Williams

•• Iain Reeves, Peter Horne and Sarah Iain Reeves, Peter Horne and Sarah ZetlerZetler

((HomertonHomerton Hospital)Hospital),, Heather George Heather George (Sussex Partnership Trust)(Sussex Partnership Trust)


