
WHAT IS THE FIFTY OVER 50 PROJECT?
Sitting at the heart of Fifty Over 50 is the creation of an online book featuring the views of fifty people 
about growing older with HIV in the UK. The book will be shared digitally and via social media channels 
as part of a broader communications campaign. We want to show healthcare professionals and policy 
makers the challenges people face and improve understanding about the changes needed to make 
things better for people growing older with HIV. 

WHY ARE YOU SPEAKING TO SO MANY PEOPLE? 
People who are growing older while living with HIV have some needs in common, but also have many 
differences. Our aim is to hear from a wide range of people with unique experiences and to build a 
picture of life for people living with HIV as they get older. 

WHAT WILL I NEED TO DO? 
We will ask you to take part in a short (approximately 1 hour) telephone or online video interview. We 
will ask you questions about how your HIV impacts your day-to-day life, your health and wellbeing, and 
any worries or feelings you have about the future. You will also have the opportunity to talk about how 
you feel life changes as you get older with HIV. You will not have to answer any questions you are not 
comfortable with and you will have the opportunity to stop the interview at any time. 

HOW WILL THE INTERVIEW WORK? 
You will be able to choose whether to do the interview on the phone or on a video call. If you want to 
do a video call we can do it on Zoom, Teams, or whatever works for you. We will arrange the interview 
for a time that suits you. 

WHO WILL BE INTERVIEWING ME? 
Our main interviewer is an English-speaking woman called Philippa who is experienced in talking to 
people about their health. Philippa is not living with HIV. If you would prefer to be interviewed by a man 
or someone living with HIV, then we can arrange that for you. Let us know if you need a translator.  If 
you’d like someone from an HIV support group to join you on the call we can arrange that for you too. 
You will also have the opportunity to speak to Philippa before the interview if you would like. 

WHAT WILL THIS BE USED FOR? 
We will make an online book which will include parts of the interviews and direct quotes from the 
people we talk to. As it will be shared via social media it will be publicly available. It will also be sent to 
healthcare professionals, MPs and policy makers, to help them understand the changes necessary to 
improve health and wellbeing for people living with HIV as they get older.

WILL I HAVE TO GIVE MY NAME? 
You can take part without your name being included in the online book. Your experience is what 
matters. We can talk to you more about this before you agree to take part.
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WILL I BE PAID FOR TAKING PART?
Taking part will take around an hour. It will take place on the phone or on a video call and will be 
arranged at a time that suits you. You will also be able to speak to us about your experience without 
your name or identity appearing in the campaign. As a thank you for your time, a payment of £50 will 
be available. 

WILL THERE BE A LOT OF PAPERWORK? 
This campaign has been organised and fully funded by MSD, a pharmaceutical company. Because 
the work of pharmaceutical companies is regulated, there will be some paperwork to do before the 
interview. There are two parts to this: 

1. Due diligence form: We will need to ask you about any potential ‘conflicts of interest’ (for example, 
if you are currently on a trial that involves an MSD product). This is to protect you and MSD against 
any allegation of wrongdoing. Once completed by you, this form will be held within MSD’s records 
and not shared outside of MSD. 

2. Engagement agreement: This is an MSD contract that outlines how the interview will take place 
and explains funding, privacy, publishing, permission and consents in relation to you sharing your 
experience. This document will be provided once the due diligence form has been completed. You 
will need to sign it to confirm that you agree with the terms outlined. 

If there’s anything in either of the documents that you don’t understand, you can contact your patient 
group representative who will be able to explain them to you.

CAN I SEE WHAT YOU WILL PUT IN THE ONLINE BOOK BEFORE IT IS PUBLISHED? 
Yes, we will show you the parts of your interview that will be used. You can tell us if you are happy 
with what we want to use. We won’t share anything until you have told us we can, and we won’t use 
anything you don’t want us to. 

WHAT IS THE WHOLE PERSON CARE PARTNERSHIP? 
The Whole Person Care Partnership is a collaboration between MSD (a pharmaceutical company) and 
several HIV advocacy, education and scientific organisations, listed below. The partnership has come 
together to promote and support the needs of people living with HIV in the UK. MSD lead and fund the 
partnership. 

WHAT IS MSD? 
MSD is a pharmaceutical company. For more than 30 years, MSD has been committed to scientific 
research in HIV. Our focus is on pursuing research that addresses unmet medical needs and our aim is 
to help people living with HIV and their communities. 

WHERE CAN I GO FOR MORE INFORMATION?
If you have other questions, please contact your patient group representative.

The Fifty Over 50 project is organised and fully funded by MSD and coordinated by communications agency M&F Health on 
behalf of MSD. The contents of this material are the result of collaboration and discussion between MSD, the Whole Person Care 
Partners, and other HIV community groups, with content agreed on an equal basis between all those involved.

FIFTY
OVER 50
A COLLECTION OF INDIVIDUAL REFLECTIONS 

ON GROWING OLDER WITH HIV

GB-NON-03833 Date of Preparation: April 2021. 
Merck Sharp & Dohme (UK) Limited Registered in England, No. 233687 Registered Office:  120 Moorgate, London, United Kingdom EC2M 6UR


